Running head: TECHNOLOGY-BASED EDUCATIONAL ASSESSMENTS 

TECHNOLOGY-BASED EDUCATIONAL ASSESSMENTS                                                     4

Technology-based Educational Assessments
Student’s Name

Institutional Affiliation

Technology-based Educational Assessments
An assessment in special education is an approach that measures the learner’s specific learning needs, interests, strengths as well as determine if the learner is fit for special learning services. Technological assessment involves the application of electronic software o devices to obtain and assess the academic progress of the learners. This work will explain the benefits and drawbacks of 3 technology-based assessment such as STAR reading assessment, ASSISTment program and Measure of  Academic Progress and select one approach that most beneficial.
A measure of Academic Progress is a computer adaptive evaluation that is used to examine the learner's growth to personalize as well as inform instruction that will meet the needs of the students. As the students reply to the question asked, MAP test response to the learner by the difficulty of the questions asked. The benefits of the measure of academic progress include; 
· assisting educators to identify students talents and abilities, learners that need additional assistance and students that require targeted instructions. 
· additionally, the measure of academic progress helps the teachers evaluate their teaching effectiveness and aid in guiding instruction during classes (Edyburn,2013).  
· It also measures the student’s readiness for college, scores obtained during the MAP tests show the predictive relationship of students readiness for college. 
The drawbacks include;

· the creation of long reports that require the teacher to be educated on how to interpret, use of a MAP is narrowing the curriculum and results in test preparation. This is because an educator feels pressured to raise examination score hence, use MAP test and less time is spent on teaching. 
· Another drawback of the measure of Academic Progress is that students can manipulate the process. This occurs when students give the wrong answer intentionally in order to get simpler questions resulting in incorrect and arguably unusable results.
The second technology-based assessment is the Star reading assessment. Star Reading is an online evaluation program that encompasses traditional reading comprehension and the closed method. The benefits of Star reading assessment include;

· according to Maier & Warren (2013), Star Reading evaluates forty-six reading abilities across eleven domains and provides immediate data on scores. 
· Star reading assessment program assists the teacher in acquiring data on the students reading progress across all grades, therefore, identify the student's strengths and weakness. The Star Reading data can be utilized to identify the student's growth. This information guides educators in identifying areas that need more assistance.
 Some of the drawbacks of Star Reading are;

· teachers misusing the program and the teaching based on test preparation. 
·  scores are not always uniform with data found during analysis, and the system mostly tests vocabulary knowledge.
The next technology-based assessment is the ASSISTment a web-based program that involves assessment activities and tutoring. Some of the benefits of  ASSISTment a web-based program include; 

· this program provides the teachers with an evaluation of learners’ developing skills (McNamara, 2012). The system provides students with hints and tutoring assistance as they reply to the questions. 
· moreover, this system learns to predict students’ performance on the state tests. The system also captures the degree of support the students need. 
The drawback of the ASSISTment is;

· the editing included materials take up a lot of time and energy hence effectiveness depends on the educator’s time invested.

The Star Reading is the most beneficial technology-based assessment program. The reasons being helped the student in the early stages to improve their literacy and it also adjusts the difficulty of tests to determine the skills of all students as well as those with special needs. Furthermore, Star Reading tools cater to students with exceptionalities, for instance, the students with partial motor skills can access the Star service when mouse keys are chosen under Accessibility options. Moreover, this system analyzes literary text, words knowledge, and authors craft (Edyburn, 2013). Finally, it offer advice on reading materials best suited for the students as well as test their comprehension of the texts.
In conclusion, the measure of academic progress, Star Reading and ASSISTment technology-based assessment improves learning and teaching. The data obtained by the teachers help in identifying students interests and subjects that students require more improvement. These systems are also fast, identify the students’ academic growth. These approaches incorporate innovative approaches that utilize the computers.
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